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date of first arrival in United States; 
number of years in United States; 
usual occupation; present occupation; 
name, address, and business of present 
employer; membership in clubs, organi-
zations, or societies; dates and nature 
of military or naval service; whether 
citizenship papers filed, and if so date, 
place, and court for declaration or peti-
tion; number of relatives living in the 
United States; arrest record, including 
date, place, and disposition of each ar-
rest; whether or not affiliated with a 
foreign government; signature; and fin-
gerprint. 

(c) Visa Files, from July 1, 1924 to 
March 31, 1944. Original arrival records 
of immigrants admitted for permanent 
residence under provisions of the Im-
migration Act of 1924. Visa forms con-
tain all information normally found on 
a ship passenger list of the period, as 
well as the immigrant’s places of resi-
dence for 5 years prior to emigration, 
names of both the immigrant’s parents, 
and other data. In most cases, birth 
records or affidavits are attached to 
the visa, and in some cases, marriage, 
military, or police records may also be 
attached to the visa. 

(d) Registry Files, from March 2, 1929 to 
March 31, 1944. Original records docu-
menting the creation of immigrant ar-
rival records for persons who entered 
the United States prior to July 1, 1924, 
and for whom no arrival record could 
later be found. Most files also include 
documents supporting the immigrant’s 
claims regarding arrival and residence 
(e.g., proofs of residence, receipts, and 
employment records). 

(e) Alien-Files numbered below 8 million 
(A8000000), and documents therein dated 
prior to May 1, 1951. Individual alien 
case files (A–files) became the official 
file for all immigration records created 
or consolidated after April 1, 1944. The 
United States issued A–numbers rang-
ing up to approximately 6 million to 
aliens and immigrants who were within 
or entered the United States between 
1940 and 1945. The United States en-
tered the 6 million and 7 million series 
of A–numbers between circa 1944 and 
May 1, 1951. Any documents dated after 
May 1, 1951, though found in an A–File 
numbered below 8 million, will remain 
subject to FOIA/PA restrictions. 

[73 FR 28030, May 15, 2008] 

§ 103.40 Genealogical Research Re-
quests. 

(a) Nature of requests. Genealogy re-
quests are requests for searches and/or 
copies of historical records relating to 
a deceased person, usually for gene-
alogy and family history research pur-
poses. 

(b) Manner of requesting genealogical 
searches and records. Requests must be 
submitted on Form G–1041, Genealogy 
Index Search Request, or Form G– 
1041A, Genealogy Records Request, and 
mailed to the address listed on the 
form. Beginning on August 13, 2008, 
USCIS will accept requests electroni-
cally through its Web site at http:// 
www.USCIS.gov. A separate request on 
Form G–1041 must be submitted for 
each individual searched, and that 
form will call for the name, aliases, 
and all alternate spellings relating to 
the one individual immigrant. Form G– 
1041A may be submitted to request one 
or more separate records relating to 
separate individuals. 

(c) Information required to perform 
index search. As required on Form G– 
1041, all requests for index searches to 
identify records of individual immi-
grants must include the immigrant’s 
full name (including variant spellings 
of the name and/or aliases, if any), date 
of birth, and place of birth. The date of 
birth must be at least as specific as a 
year, and the place of birth must be at 
least as specific as a country (pref-
erably the country name as it existed 
at the time of the immigrant’s immi-
gration or naturalization). Additional 
information about the immigrant’s 
date of arrival in the United States, 
residence at time of naturalization, 
name of spouse, and names of children 
may be required to ensure a successful 
search. 

(d) Information required to retrieve 
records. As required on Form G–1041A, 
requests for copies of historical records 
or files must identify the record by 
number or other specific data used by 
the Genealogy Program Office to re-
trieve the record. C–Files must be iden-
tified by a naturalization certificate 
number. Forms AR–2 and A–Files num-
bered below 8 million must be identi-
fied by Alien Registration Number. 
Visa Files must be identified by the 
Visa File Number. Registry Files must 
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be identified by the Registry File Num-
ber (for example, R–12345). 

(e) Information required for release of 
records. Subjects will be presumed de-
ceased if their birth dates are more 
than 100 years prior to the date of the 
request. In other cases, the subject is 
presumed to be living until the re-
questor establishes to the satisfaction 
of the Genealogy Program Office that 
the subject is deceased. As required on 
Form G–1041A, primary or secondary 
documentary evidence of the subject’s 
death will be required (including but 
not limited to death records, published 
obituaries or eulogies, published death 
notices, church or bible records, photo-
graphs of gravestones, and/or copies of 
official documents relating to payment 
of death benefits). All documentary 
evidence must be attached to Form G– 
1041A or submitted in accordance with 
instructions provided on Form G– 
1041A. 

(f) Processing of index search requests. 
This service is designed for customers 
who are unsure whether USCIS has any 
record of their ancestor, or who suspect 
a record exists but cannot identify that 
record by number. Each request for 
index search services will generate a 
search of the indices to determine the 
existence of responsive historical 
records. If no record is found, USCIS 
will notify the customer accordingly. If 
records are found, USCIS will provide 
the customer with the search results, 
including the type of record found and 
the file number or other information 
identifying the record. The customer 
can use this information to request a 
copy of the record(s). 

(g) Processing of record copy requests. 
This service is designed for customers 
who can identify a specific record or 
file to be retrieved, copied, reviewed, 
and released. Customers may identify 
one or more files in a single request. 
However, separate fees will apply to 
each file requested. Upon receipt of re-
quests identifying specific records by 
number or other identifying informa-
tion, USCIS will retrieve, review, du-
plicate, and then mail the record(s) to 
the requester. It is possible that USCIS 
will find a record that contains data 
that is not releasable to the customer. 
An example would be names and birth 
dates of persons who might be living. 

The FOIA/PA only permits release of 
this type of information when the af-
fected individual submits a release au-
thorization to USCIS. Therefore, the 
Genealogy Program Office will contact 
and inform the customer of this re-
quirement. The customer will have the 
opportunity to submit the release au-
thorization. The customer can also 
agree to the transfer of the document 
request to the FOIA/PA program for 
treatment as a FOIA/PA request as de-
scribed in 6 CFR Part 5. Document re-
trieval charges will apply in all cases 
where documents are retrieved. 

[73 FR 28031, May 15, 2008] 

§ 103.41 Genealogy request fees. 
(a) Genealogy search fee. See 8 CFR 

103.7(b)(1). 
(b) Genealogy records fees. See 8 CFR 

103.7(b)(1). 
(c) Manner of submission. When a re-

quest is submitted online, credit card 
payments are required. These pay-
ments will be processed through the 
Treasury Department’s Pay.Gov finan-
cial management system. Cashier’s 
checks or money orders in the exact 
amount must be submitted for requests 
submitted with Form G–1041 or Form 
G–1041A in accordance with 8 CFR 
103.7(a)(1). Personal Checks will not be 
accepted. 

[73 FR 28031, May 15, 2008] 

PART 109 [RESERVED] 

PART 204—IMMIGRANT PETITIONS 

Subpart A—Immigrant Visa Petitions 

Sec. 
204.1 General information about immediate 

relative and family-sponsored petitions. 
204.2 Petitions for relatives, widows and 

widowers, and abused spouses and chil-
dren. 

204.3 Orphan cases under section 101(b)(1)(F) 
of the Act (non-Convention cases). 

204.4 Amerasian child of a United States 
citizen. 

204.5 Petitions for employment-based immi-
grants. 

204.6 Petitions for employment creation 
aliens. 

204.7 Preservation of benefits contained in 
savings clause of Immigration and Na-
tionality Act Amendments of 1976. 

204.8 [Reserved] 
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